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Engineering Services
SKILLcard – the
registration scheme for
the mechanical sector –
has passed an important
milestone with the issue
of its 50,000th card.

The SKILLcard was
presented by Phil Hope
MP, Parliamentary
Under Secretary at
the Department for
Education and Skills,
during a recent meeting,
held in the House of
Commons, of the
All-Party Parliamentary
Building Services
Engineering Group.

The recipient was
Jake Nazha, who
received his platinum
SKILLcard on the basis
of industry accreditation

against the specification
for the skills of a project
engineer set at National
Vocational Qualification
(NVQ) Level 4.

Mr Nazha, who is
28 years old and has a
Bachelor of Engineering
(BEng) degree from
the University of
Westminster, is employed
as a project engineer
by Slough-based
HVCA member Michael
J Lonsdale Ltd, and has
satisfied the recognised
industry health and safety
conditions for the award
of a SKILLcard.

Deadline
“The opportunity

for supervisory and
managerial staff to

qualify for a SKILLcard
via industry accreditation
is likely to close at the
end of October – having
already been extended for
12 months,” commented
Peter Rimmer, HVCA
head of employment
affairs and project
manager for SKILLcard.

And he added that,
after the deadline date,
it was likely that all
managerial staff without

formal qualifications
would need to satisfy
much more rigorous,
NVQ-based criteria.

Engineering Services
SKILLcard was launched
in September 2001,
and is affiliated to
the pan-industry
Construction Skills
Certification Scheme.
➔➔  Rachel Davidson 

01768 8604056

skillcard@welplan.co.uk

All Association members and
their guests are invited to take
part in the HVCA North West
Region's inaugural Invitation
Golf Day, which will be held
at Lymm Golf Club, Cheshire,
on Wednesday 27 September.
➔➔  Martin Prince 01691 831176

mprince@hvca.org.uk

HVCA group services officer
Stephen Crocker has begun
a 12-month secondment to
assist in the development of
the REFCOM register of
companies competent in safe
refrigerant handling to meet
the requirements of impending
UK and European legislation.
➔➔  Bruce Kirton 01768 860410

b.kirton@welplan.co.uk

Stephen Matthews (above)
has been appointed chief
executive officer of the
Chartered Institution of
Building Services Engineers
(CIBSE). A mechanical
engineer, a graduate of
Cranfield University and
a former brigadier, Mr
Matthews was previously
managing director of a
security company.
➔➔  Rachel Cafferty 

020 8772 3615

rcafferty@cibse.org

HVCA has lent its support to
the Electrical Industry Awards
2006, which will be presented
at the National Motorcycle
Museum in Birmingham
on the evening of Thursday
28 September.
➔➔  Susi Linnell 01322 611216

susi.linnell@nexusmedia.com

SummitSkills, the sector skills
council for building services
engineering, has appointed 
Bill Cherry to the post of
operations manager for
Northern Ireland.
➔➔  Kate Wilson 01908 303978

kate.wilson@summitskills.org.uk

B R I E F S

The Cold Storage and
Distribution Federation
(CSDF) has finalised
a climate change
agreement with the
Department for the
Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
and HM Revenue and
Customs in relation to
temperature-controlled
storage across the UK.

According to the

CSDF, the agreement
will provide both ice
manufacturers and
operators of frozen or
chilled storage with
an 80% reduction in the
Climate Change Levy
on their energy bills.

“The climate change
agreement comes as a
welcome relief for the
temperature-controlled
storage sector, which

has been hit hard by the
escalation in energy costs
over recent years,” said
CSDF chief executive
John Hutchings.

“It also redresses
the imbalance with food
manufacturers, who have
been receiving a Climate
Change Levy discount
for some five years”. 

He added that,
although endorsement

still had to be gained
from the European
Commission and the
UK Parliament, DEFRA
was treating this as a
formality.

The scheme would
therefore commence
“as early as possible
– hopefully, in the last
quarter of 2006”.
CSDF 0118 988 4468

info@csdf.org.uk

SKILLCARD
HITS 50,000
MILESTONE

Jake Nahza of Slough-based Michael J Lonsdale (right) receives

his platinum SKILLcard from skills minister Phil Hope MP

CLIMATE CHANGE AGREEMENT

SEMINAR TO FOCUS ON SAFETY
A half-day seminar on
Improving Workforce
Safety is being staged
jointly by HVCA and the
Electrical Contractors'
Association.

This key event –
attendance at which is
free to members of both

organisations – will take
place at Chelsea Football
Club, London SW6, on
Tuesday 26 September.

Among the speakers
will be Richard Boland
of the Health and Safety
Executive on core
competence criteria

for contractors and John
Spanswick of the Major
Contractors

Group on recent legal
developments.

Delegates are advised
to book early, as free
places may be limited
to one per company site.
➔➔    Kate Lancaster

01423 720900

Kate@conf-co.com

Tuesday 26 September 2006

Chelsea Football Club

Stamford Bridge London SW6

FREE TO ECA AND HVCA MEMBERS

A conference organised by the Electrical

Contractors' Association and the Heating and

Ventilating Contractors' Association, supported

by theHealth and Safety Executive

INCLUDES launch of NEW competency criteria
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